
To the Editor of The Herald: 
 
The U.S. House of Representatives has recently proposed a law (H.R. no. 396) that 
will ban the sale of cigarettes from vending machines. This is a landmark piece of 

legislation that everyone in our community should support right now. 
 
Many people don't realize it, but vending machines are one of the main places that children are 
able to purchase cigarettes. In fact, it is estimated that 10% of all cigarettes purchased by minors 
take place at these machines. If this new legislation goes into effect, it will not only make it more 
difficult for youth to break the law by buying cigarettes, it will lower the chances of young 
people smoking in the first place 
 
There are many reasons (besides the legal ones) why we should try to curb smoking by our 
children. 1) Research shows that most people who smoke started when they were underage. 2) 
Many people fear that smoking cigarettes serves as a "gateway" to harder drugs. 3) Smoking is a 
very expensive addiction (particularly for a teen who makes minimum wage) And, finally, 4) 
smoking can cause many life-shortening or fatal health problems (such as lung cancer and 
emphysema). Our young people would not smoke before they are really able to understand or 
accept the long-term consequences. 
 
The vending-machine bill has been proposed, but now it needs to be passed. Your voice will 
count here. We encourage you to write or call the representative for your district (for those of us 
in District 8, that's Congresswoman Fisher) and let her know that you support her as she tries to 
get this legislation passed. The more support she gets, the more likely it is that this bill will 
become law. Contact Tobacco Free Youth for further information about this important issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jonathan Friedman, Director 
Tobacco Free Youth 
Source: 
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/advocacy/direct-action/letters-to-editor/examples 
 
 
What is the TONE of this letter: 
 
 
Find examples of ethos, pathos, logos. Does this letter use them well or poorly? 
 

https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/advocacy/direct-action/letters-to-editor/examples


To the Editor of The Herald: 
 
I am outraged by the County Commission's recent decision to terminate the lease 
of the Head Start program at the County Court House. With this decision, a 
much-needed, already under-funded program may simply have no place to go! 

 
Head Start is a fantastic program. It makes sure that poor and other at-risk pre-school children 
will have the nutritious food and special attention they just may not get elsewhere. It gives these 
children a true "head start" in a world where they may not get many other chances. And there is 
plenty of evidence to show that Head Start makes a big difference to kids later in life. 
 
The Commission's recent decision to oust the program to make more room for a ''state Gifts 
Shop" is ridiculous! If the leaders of our community would like to run a store to sell 
Kansas-made goods, I'm all for it. However, neither my Kansas pride nor my greed run so deep 
as to wish to take away the breakfast of 30 hungry three-year-olds. And I am deeply saddened to 
see that the County Commissioners value profits over people. 
 
This decision is shameful to all who live in Dade County. The County Commissioners should 
reconsider the situation and revoke their decision immediately. I hope all readers will let the 
commissioners know how they feel about this terrible situation by calling them at 913-432-1200 
or writing to them at the County Court House. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Victoria Stein 
Source: 
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/advocacy/direct-action/letters-to-editor/examples 
 
 
What is the TONE of this letter: 
 
 
Find examples of ethos, pathos, logos. Does this letter use them well or poorly? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/advocacy/direct-action/letters-to-editor/examples


 
April 17, 2012 
  
Stephen Carol 
495 Jaybird Lane 
Wilmington, TN 59283 
  
  
  
 
 
Tennessee Department of Transportation 
Attn: Colin Bennigan, Director 
100 Municipal Drive 
Nashville, TN 49234 
  
 
Dear Mr. Bennigan, 
  
I am a resident of the neighborhood of Birdsong Hills on the outskirts of Wilmington, near the 
newly completed extension of Highway 14. I am writing with some concerns my fellow residents 
and I have regarding the high number of trucks that travel this route. 
  
We have seen a tremendous increase in truck traffic since the newly completed highway opened, 
and with it there has been an increase in the deterioration of the existing surfaces, presumably 
due to the weight of the heavy trucks. In addition, the noise of the trucks that travel through the 
area late at night has become quite a nuisance to area residents. Another concern is the increased 
potential for exposure to dangerous goods in the event of an accident involving a truck that might 
be transporting them. 
  
In my opinion, a logical solution to all of these problems would be the establishment of a truck 
route that would send these vehicles through the more industrial and less populated Highway 79 
area. If needed, I can provide testimonials or petitions from fellow residents. Please also let me 
know if there is any other way in which I can be of assistance. I will call your office in the next 
two weeks to follow up and see what consideration has been given to this request. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Stephen Carol 
Source: https://www.wikihow.com/Sample/Persuasive-Letter-to-Government 
 
What is the TONE of this letter: 
 
Find examples of ethos, pathos, logos. Does this letter use them well or poorly? 

https://www.wikihow.com/Sample/Persuasive-Letter-to-Government

